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4. By che King. 
A Proclamation declaring his Maieſties plealure 


concerning the diſſoluing of the preſent Conuention of Parliament. 


Lbeit the Aſſembling, Continuing, and Diſſoluing of Parlia. 
ments be a Pzerogatiue ſo petuliarlie belonging to Dur Imperi⸗ 
all Crowne, and the times and ſeaſons thereof ſo abſolutelie in 
| Pur owne power, that we need not giue account therof vnto any: 
pet, accoꝛding to Our continuall cuſtome, to make Dur good Dubs 
d || tects acquainted with the reaſons of all Our publike reſolutions g 
: actions; We haue thought it expedient at this time to declare , not 
only Our pleaſure and reſolution therein, grounded vpon mature 
N deliberation, with the aduice and vnifozme conſent of Pur whole 
Puuie Councell; but therewith alſo to note ſome eſpectall pꝛotee⸗ 
dings moouing Us to this reſolution : And that chieflie to this end, 
that as God, ſo the Woꝛld may witneſſe with Us, that it was Our intent to haue made this 
the happieſt Parliament, that euer was in Our time: And that the lettes, and impediments 
thereof beingdiſcerned , all miſunderſtandings and tealouſies might bee remoouned, and all 
Our people map know and beleeue, that Me are as farre from imputing any of thoſe ill acct- 
dents, that haue happened in Parliament, to any want oz neglect of duty, oꝛ good affection 
towards Us, by them in generall, oz by the greater and better number of Parliament men, 
as we are confident(the true cauſes diſcouered) they wilbe far from imputing it to any default 
in Us; there hauing in the beginning of this late Alſemblie paſſed greater ayd moze in- 
fallible tokens of loue and duty from Our Suiblects'to Us their Douer and moze 
remarkeable teſtimonies from Us of Our Paincely care and zeale of their welfare, then 
haue beene in any Parliament met in any foꝛmer Age. 
This Parliament was by Us called, as foz making good and pzofitable Lawes, ſomoze 
eſpetiallp, in this time of miſerable diſtraction thꝛoughout Chziſtendome, foz the better ſetling 
peace and Religion , and reſtozing Pur Childꝛen to their ancient and la patrimony, 
which woe attempted to p2ocure by peaceable treaty, at Pur owne excefliue charge, thereby 
to laue and pꝛeuent theeffaſion of Chziſtian blaod, the miſerable effect of warre, and dillen⸗ 


lion; yet with fall purpoſe, if that ſucreeded not, to recouer it 02d; and therefoze, as 
ate r meanes an thoſe ends, the fuppiy of One Lrealr;s Wan iO — 


koꝛmer time: Fo2 as the Houſe 
—— 0p 


thinke 

any ages paſt — ; 
ferred the weale of Our people befoze all particular reſpects, the things themleiues doe fuf 
fictently pzooue, Our Julſtice being extended, not onely to perſons of oꝛdinary ranke andqua- 
lifte , but enen to the pzime Officer of Pur Kingdome, And although, alter their firſt Receſſe 
at Eaſter, Wee found that they miſſpent a great deale of time rather vpon the inlarging of 
the limmitesof their liberties, and diuers other curtous, and vnp2ofitable things, then vpon 
the framing and pꝛoponing of good e pꝛoſitable Lawes : Het we gaue them time and ſcope 
fo: their Parliamentary pzoceedings , and pꝛolonged the Seſſion to an vnuſuall length, con- 
tinuing it vntill the eight and twentieth day of Map, befoze Wee ſignified Our purpoſe 
fo: their Receſſe; and then Wee declared, that We would make a Receſſion the fourth day of 
June next following, but onely fo2 a time, and in ſuch maner, as might bee without diſtur- 
bance to their buſineſſes in hand, erpzeſſing out of Pur Grace (though Wee needed 
not) the cauſes of that Dur purpole,which were the ſeaſon of the yeere,vſually hot, and vnſit 
fo: greataſſemblies, Our Pzogrefle wry theneceſſitie Mee had to make vie of Pur 
Eouncell, attending in both houſes, both to ſettle Pur waightie affaires of State befoze Mee 
went, and to attend Us when wee went Our Pzogreſſe, the diſfurniſhingof Our oꝛdmarp 
Courts of Juſtite ſo many Termes together, the long ablente of Juſtices of Peace, and De- 
puty Lieuetenants, Whoſe pzeſence was needfull foz making and returning of muſters, 
and foꝛ ſuboꝛdinate gouernement of the Countrey;and therefoze wee appointed to adiourne 
the Parliament on the fourth day of June, giuing that warning longer then vſuall, that 
might let in oꝛder their buſineſſes, and pꝛepare their greenances, which wee pzonnſed 
to heare andanſwere befoze that Receſle, foꝛ pzeſenting whereof we appointed them a time. 
This meſſage graciouſly intended by Us, was not ſo well entertained by ſome, who in a 
ſhoꝛt time diſperſed and ſpꝛed their tealouſies vnto others, and thereby occaſioned diſcon- 
tentment in the Houſe, fo2 being adiourned Without paſſing of billes, Yet made not their 
addꝛeſſe to Us, as had beene meet, but deſired a conference with the Loꝛds; aud at that 
conference,thenine and twentieth day of Map, vnder colour of deſiringto petition Us fo:z\ome 
farther time, to perfect and paſſe ſome ſpectall Bils, were imboldened not onely to dut 
to refell all the reaſons that e had giuen foꝛ the adiournement, which beingmadeknowen 
vnto Us, Wee againe ſignified Our pleaſure to both Houſes , that on the fourth day of June 
the Parliament ſhould riſe, but wee would then giue Our Royall aſſent to ſuch billes, as 
were 02 ſhould bee ready and fit to bee then paſſed, continuing all other buſineſſes in ſtate 
they were,by a ſpetiall Act to be framed foz thatpurpole. 

The Lo2ds with all duetie and reſpect, ſubmittedto Our reſolution,paſſed the Act, + lent 
it with ſpetiall recommendation to the houſeof Commons but they neither read it, noꝛ pꝛo⸗ 
ceeded with buſineſſes, but foꝛgetting that the time was Ours g not theirs, continued their diſ⸗ 
content, as they pzetended, foꝛ being ſo ſoone diſmiſſed, we (thoughit were ſtrange to obſerue 
ſuch anerſnes ko? Our reſolutng vponſuch w reaſons, that wherin we needed not to be 
meaſured by any other rule, but Our ownePzincely will ) yet were contented to deſcend 
from our owne t, to alter Our reſolution, and to continue the Seſſion foz afoztnight 
moꝛe, wherein they might perfite ſuch publique Billes, as were eſteemed of moſt (mpoztance: 
foꝛ which purpoſe , we Our ſelfe came in perſon vnto the Higher houſe of Parliament, and 
made offer thereof vnto them, which being, in effect, as much as the Commons had fozmerly 
deſired, was no ſooner offered, but yeelding thankes to Us, the ſald Commons reſolued the 
ſame day directly, contrary to their fozmer deſire, to refuſeit, and to accept Our firſt Reſolu- 
tion of an adiournement but attending Us at Greenwich, pzelented no grieuances: this in⸗ 
conſtancie,as wepaſſed by with a admonttion; fo fo: the matter ofgrienances, aſwell of 
England, as Ireland, we pꝛo to take them into Our ownecar not pꝛeſented to 
Us, and realip perfozmed the ſame ſo far foꝛth. as time, and the of Dur Councell of 
each Kingdome could enable Us, as is witneſſed by Our ſeuerall Pꝛoclamations, — ws 
in bothRealmes, as likewiſe in granting at thelame time thole thee ſuites which pꝛo⸗ 


poned vnto Usby the Arch-Bilhop of Canterbury, at the requeſt, and in the name of both the 
Houſes : But in concluſion the houſe of Commons making it their choiſe, Wee made a Re- 
telle by adiournement of theParliament, the fourth day of June, though indeed Wer muſt 
doe 775 this right, that at the ſald Keteſſe, taking into their ſerious conſideration the pꝛe⸗ 
ſent eſt&te of Mur childꝛen abꝛoad, and the generall afflicted eſtate of the true Pꝛokeſſoꝛs of Re- 
ligion in foꝛraine parts, they did with one vnanimous conſent, in the name of themſelnes, 
andthe whole body of the Kingdome, make amoſt dutifull and ſolemne pꝛoteſtation, that if 
Our pious Endeauours,by treatie to pzocure their peace and ſafetie, ſhòuld not take that good 
effect which was deſired, (inthe treatie whereof, they humbly beſought Us, not to ſuffer 
any long delay) then, vpon ſignification of Our plealure in Parliament, they would be ready, 
to the vttermoſt of their powers, both with liues and foꝛtunes to alliſt Us, ſo as that by the di⸗ 
nine helpe of Almightie God, we might be able to doe that by Dur \wozd , Which by peace- 
able courſes ſhould not be effected. 

But during the time of this long Receſſe, haningto Our great charges mediated with 
the Emperour, by the meanes of Hur Embaſſadour,the Loꝛd Digbie, and hauing found thoſe 
hopes to fayle, which we had to pzeuaile by treaty, We in confidence of the Aſſiſtance of Our 
people, thus freely pzomiſed and pꝛoteſted in Parliament, did inſtantly ſhozten the time of 
the Receſſe, which we had befoze appointed to continue vntill the eighth dap of Febzuary, 
and did reaſſemble Our Parliament, the twentieth day of Nouember laſt, and made knowen 
vnto themthe true ſtate and neceſſity of Dur Childzens affapꝛes, declaring Our reſolution 
vnto them, of taking vpon vs the defence of Pur Childzens patrimony, by way of Armes, 
ſince We could not tompaſſe it by an amicadle treaty ; and therefoze expected the fruit ofthat 
their declaration, whereby We Were inuited vnto this courſe : wherein, howbeit we are well 
ſatiſfied of the good inclination of the moſt partof Our Houſe of Commons, teſtified by their 
ready aſſent to the ſpeedy payment of a Subſidie,newly to be granted; yet vpon this occaſion 
ſome particular members of that Houſe tooke ſuch inoꝛdinate liberty, not onlyto treat of Our 
high Pꝛerogatiues, and of ſundzy things, that without Our ſpectall direction were no fit 
ſubiects to be treated ofin Parliament; but allo to ſpeake with leſſe reſpect of foꝛraigne Pzin- 
ces, Our Allies, then were fit foz any Subiett to doe of any anoynted King, though in enmity 
and hoſtility with Us. And when, vpon this occaſion, Wee bledlome repꝛehenſion towards 
thoſe miſcarriages, requiring them not to pꝛoteed but in ſuch things as were within the capa- 

city of that Houle, accozding to the tontinualltuſtome of Sur Pꝛedeteſſoꝛs, then by the meanes 
of ſome euill affected and diſcontented perſons, ſuch heat and diſtemper was rayſed in the 
Houſe , that albeit themſelues had ſued vnto Us foz a Seſſion, and foz a generall pardon 
vnto both, which at their earneſt ſuit We aſſented, yet after this fire kindled , they retected 
both, and ſetting apart all buſineſſes of conſequence and waight (notwithſtanding Our ad- 
monition and earneſt pꝛeſſing them to goe on) they either ſate as ſilent, oꝛ ſpent the time in 
diſputingof Pzimledges, deſcanting bpon the woꝛds and ſyllables of Our Letters and meſ⸗ 
ſages, which foz better cleering of trueth, and ſatiſfaction of all men, we are about to pub- 
liſh in P2int, ſo ſoone as poſſibly We can, And although in Our Anſwer tothetr petition, 
Wee gaue them full aſſurance that wee would bee as carefull of the pzeſernation of their 
Piiuiledges, asvf Pur owne Royall — my and in Our explanation after ſent vnto 
them by Pur Letters, Waitten to Our Decretary, We told them that Wee neuer meant to de- 
nie them any lawfull pꝛiuiledges that ener that Houle enioped in Our pꝛedeteſſours times; 
and that whatſoener pꝛiuiledges oꝛ liberties they enioped by any Law oz Statute, ſhould 
euer bee inuiolablie pꝛeſerued by Us; and we Hoped Dur poſterity would imitate Hur 
footſteps therein; and whatſoeuer pꝛiuiledges they enioped by long cuſtome, and bncontrol- 
led andlawfull Pzeſidents, Me would likewiſe be as carefull to pꝛeſerue them, and tranſmit 
the care thereof to Our poſterity, confeſſing Our ſelues in iuſtite to bee bound to maintaine 
themin _—_— and in grace,that We were rather minded to increaſe,then infringe any 
of them, if they ould ſo deſerne at Pur hands, which mighc ſatiſ lie * reaſonable man, 
that we were karre from violating their pztutledges. And although by Our Letters wiit⸗ 
ten to their Speaker. ue adutſed them to pzoceed, and make this a Seſſion, to the end, that 
Our good andlouing Subtects might haue ſome taſte , aſwell of Our grace and goodneſſe 
towards them, by Our kree pardon and good Lawes to be paſſed, as they had both by the 

reat and vnuſuall examples of Juſtice ſinte this meeting, and the ſo many eaſes and com- 

oꝛts giueu vnto them 1 P2oclamation. 

And although woe had giuen oꝛder fo2 the Pardon fo goe on, and that in amoze us 
and liberall manner then hath paſſed in many yeeres befoze, and lignified Our willmantfle, 
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that rather then time ſhould bee miſſpent, they might lay aſide the thought of the Subſidie, 
and got on with an Act foꝛ continuance of Statutes, aud the generall Pardon; but all this 
pꝛeuailed not to ſatiſfie them, either foꝛ their pzetended Pziuiledges, 02 to perſwade them 
to pꝛoteed with Bils foꝛ the good of themſelues, and thole thatſentthem. But as the Scfli- 
on and Pardon were by them well deſired at firſt; ſo were they as ill reietted at the laſt ; and 
not withſtanding the ſinceritie of Our pꝛoteſtations, not to inuade their Pztuiledges ; pet by 
oe perſwaſion of ſuch as had beene the cauſe of alltheſe diſtempers, they fall to carue foꝛ 
themlelues, and pꝛetending cauſcleſly to be occaſioned thereunto in an vnſeaſonable houre of 
the day, and a very thinne Houſe, contrary to their owne Cuſtome in all matters of waight, 
tonclude, and enter a pꝛoteſtation toz their iberties,inſuch ambiguous and generall woꝛds, as 
might ſerue foꝛ future times to inuade moſt of our inſeparable Nights and Pꝛerogatmes, an- 
nexed to Hur Imperial Crowne: whereofnot onelyin the times of other Our Pꝛogenitoꝛs, 
but in the bleſſed Baigne of Dur late Pꝛedeteſſoz, that renowned Nucene EL 1243 B TR, 
We found Our Crowne actuallp poſſeſſed, an vſurpation that the Mateſtte of a King can by 
no meanes endure, By all which may appeare, that howſoener in the generall pzoceedings 
ol that Houſe, there are many footſteppes of louing and well affected duetie to Us: yet ſome 
ill tempered ſpirits, haue ſowed tares among the cozne , and thereby fruſtrated the hope of 
that plentifull and good harueſt, Which might haue multiplyed the wealth and welfare of this 
Whole land e by their cunning diuerſions haue impoled vpon Us aneceſſitie of diſcontinuing: 
this pꝛeſent Parliament, without putting vnto it the name oꝛ period of a Seſſion. And 
therefoze, whereas the ſaidaſſembly of Parliament was by Our Commiſſion adiourned bn- 
till the eight day of Febꝛuary now nextenſuing, We , minding not to continue the ſame any 
longer, and therefoze not holding it fir to cauſe the Pꝛelates, Noblemen, and States of this 
Our Realme , o2 the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes oftheſame Parliament to trauaile 
thereabout, haue thought fit to ſignifie this Our reſolution, with the reaſons thereof vnto all 
Our-Subiects, mhabiting in all parts of this Realne, willing and requiring the ſaid Pꝛe⸗ 
lates, Noblemen and States, and allo the ſaid Knights, Citizens and Burgeſles, and all o- 
thers, to whom in this cale it (hall appertaine , that they foꝛbeare to attend ad the dap and 
plate pꝛeſixed by the laid adiournement, and in ſo doing, they are and ſhall be hereby diſchar- 
ged thereof agaunſt vs. 
And me doe hereby further declare, that the laid Conuention of Parliament, neither is. no: 
after the ceaſing and bꝛeaning thereof ſhall be. noz ought to be eſteemed, adiudged, oz taken to 
bee, oꝛ make any Seſſion of Parliament. And albeit Me are at this time enfozced to bzeake off 
this Connention of Parliament: yet Our will and deſire is, that all Our ſubiects ſhould 
takenotice,foz anoyding of all ſiniſter ſuſpitions andiealouſies, that Our intent and full reſolu⸗ 
tionts, to gouerne Our prove in the ſame manner, as Our Pzogenttours and Pꝛedeteſſours, 
KingsandMueenes of this Realme of beſt gouernment, haue heretofoze done; and that we 
hall be carefull, both in Pur owne perſon,and by charging Our pꝛiuie Counſell, Our Judges, 
and other Hur Miniſters in their ſenerall places ely, to diſtribute true Juſtice @ right 
vnto all Our people; and that ue ſhall dee as glad to lay hold of the firſt occaſion in due and 
tonuenient time, which we hope ſhallnot be long, to tall and aſſemble Our Parliament, with 
confidence of the true and hearty lone and affection of Our ſubiects, as either Me, oꝛ any of Our 


Pꝛogenitoꝛs haue beene at any time heretofoze. 


Giuen at Our Pallace at Weſtminſter, the ſirth day of lanuary, in the nineteenth yecre of Our Raigne of 
Great Britainc, France, and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 
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